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G eorge Costello's excel- 
lent review of Ccratd 
Potner'a Case Cloud (41 
Fed. Bar News 4* J. 233 
(Mar./Apr. 1994)) brought to mind 
unsettling experiences I've had ex- 
ploring Posner's work. Posner men- 
tioned, in support of his contention 
that James Tague was hit by a frag- 
ment from the Am of three shot*, that 
Tague reported in a 1992 interview 
that he did not know which of the 
three shots hit him. 1 As recently noted 
by Harold Wtiiiberg In hii new book, 
Cm Op™, 9 however. Tague told the 
Warren Commission that he was not 
hit by a fragment from the first shot. I 
called Tague on April 30. 1994. and 
he told me the tame thing he told the 
Warren Commission. Thus, Tague not 
only Hally con era die u Posner's recon- 
struction of the shooting, he reveals 
that Posner misrepresented Tague's 
views, which have been consistent over 
three decades. Moreover. Tague also 
told me diet ho has never spoken with 
Posner, though the Implication of 
throe references In Case Closed Is that 
Posner did speak with hirn on two suc- 
cessive days. 1 

Posner dismissed Rose Cheramic's 
remarkable clairvoyance that Presi- 
dent Kennedy was to be killed in Dal- 
las by claiming that the witness to 
Chcremie'i statements, Dr. Victor 
Weiss, reported that Chcramie only 
mentioned this after Oswald's death. 
This is flatly untrue, which Posner 
must know from the work of the 197$ 
House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions (H£GA) which reported that, ac- 
cording to Dr. Weiss, "Dr. Bowers si. 
legcdly told Weiss that the pfttiem. 
Rose Cheramie, had staled befor* iht 
assauinaiian that President Kennedy 

was going to be killed M Moreover, 

Posner certainly knowingly neglected 
to mention another unassailable. 
HSCA-cited witness, Louisiana slate 


police lieutenant Francis Frugc. He 
reported Cheramie made die predic- 
tion directly to him cwo (lays before 
Kennedy's murder. 1 

Posner cited the lesdmony of Rena- 
tus Her logs, the psychiatrist who ex- 
amined Oswald as a teenage truant, 
arguing that Hanogs* findings sug- 
gested u violent potential. 4 The War- 
ren Commission dismissed liar togs' 
testimony when an examination or his 
original report revealed the opposite 
conclusion. In Ikcl, the commission 
concluded, "Contrary to reports that 
appeared after the assassination, the 
psychiatric examination did not Indi- 
cate shat Lee Oswald was a potential 
assassin, potentially dangerous, dim 
his 'outlook on life had strongly para- 
noid overtones/ or that he should be 
i nsti tu Lio naliaed . ” T 

On November 17, 1993, before die 
House Committee on Government 
Operations, Posner reported dime he 
had interviewed two of Kennedy's 
pathologists, James Humes, M.D., and 
J. Thornton Boswell, M.D. 1 Posner tes- 
dflrsd liul they confirmed to him dial 
they had changed their minds about 
the original location they had given 
for Kennedy's skull wound, fn their 
1963 autopsy report, 1 and again in 
1902 interviews published the Journal 
(/American Msdicol Association (JAMA), 
both pathologists claimed the bullet 
entered Kennedy's skull “to the right 
and just above* the base of die rear of 
ch* skull, near the external occipital 
protuberance. 19 Posner informed the 
U.S. Congress dial the pathologist* 
told hirn that they liad erred — the 
wound was 10 centimeters higher, at 
the top rear of the skull. On March 
30, 1994, I called both Drs. Humes 
and Boswell. Both physicians told me 
that they had not changed their 
minds about Kennedy's wounds at all. 
They stood by their statement* in 
JAMA, which contradict Posner. 


Startlingly, Dr. Boswell told me that he 
has never spoken wiih Posner. 

While one Is naturally loath to ques- 
tion the good faith of any author, es- 
pecially one nominated for the 
Pulitaer Priae. Posner seems to be beg- 
ging even Warren Commission loyal- 
ists to question his. □ 
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